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DISPENSER AND DISPENSING MECHANISM INCLUDING LABEL 

The present invention relates to a dispenser 
comprising a container for holding a product to be 
dispensed, said container having a bottom, a top and at 
least one side wall interconnecting said bottom and top, 
5 said container further including at least one outlet 
opening arranged in or near said top, and a dispensing 
mechanism arranged on said at least one outlet opening. 
Such a dispenser is known, e.g. from applicant's co- 
pending international patent application WO 00/????? 

10 (wordt pas volgende week bekend) . 

Prior art dispensers of the general type 
disclosed in the above-identified patent application 
typically include a bottle having a neck at the top, and 
a dispensing mechanism, for instance a trigger sprayer, 

15 attached to the neck. The trigger sprayer may be attached 
to the bottle in any conventional way, e.g. by a threaded 
connection, a bayonet connection or a snap connection. 
Alternatively, part of the trigger sprayer may be 
integrated with the bottle in the way disclosed in the 

20 above-referenced patent application. 

Information relating to the product contained 
in the bottle and/or to the way the trigger sprayer can 
be operated is usually displayed on labels that are 
applied to the sides of the bottle. Therefore, to view 

25 this information, a prospective purchaser and/or user of 
the dispenser must hold the bottle up so high that the 
information on the labels on the sides of the bottle is 
visible . 

In addition, purchasers of this type of 
30 dispensers usually store them in their homes in locations 
where they are easily accessed when needed. The 
dispensers are often stored in a cabinet beneath the sink 
of the home along with other cleaning and related 
household products that are contained in bottles or 
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dispensers, often bottles with trigger sprayers. When 
looking for a particular product contained in a bottle or 
dispenser that is stored beneath a household sink, the 
user is often required to pick up each of the bottles and 
5 dispensers stored there to view the sides of the bottles 
and dispensers in order to determine their contents . 

Incidentally, the same issue arises when 
bottles or dispensers are tightly packed in display racks 
in supermarkets, where a prospective purchaser will often 
10 have to pick up a bottle or dispenser in order to verify 
if it is the particular brand for which he/she is 
looking . 

The present invention has for its object to 
provide a dispenser of the type described above in which 
15 the above discussed drawbacks associated with prior art 
dispensers are overcome. In accordance with the 
invention, this is achieved in such a dispenser in that 
the dispensing mechanism carries at least one label 
displaying information. With the information displayed on 

2 0 the dispensing mechanism, which is arranged on top of the 

bottle, it is not necessary to hold the dispenser up high 
in order to view the information. In this connection, the 
term "label" is intended to denote any object that is 
suitable for displaying information. 
25 In a preferred embodiment of the dispenser, the 

dispensing mechanism includes at least one top surface, 
the at least one label being arranged on the top surface. 
In this way the information may be viewed from any 
direction when looking down on the dispenser. 

3 0 Furthermore, the information, which may include 

information on how to operate the dispensing mechanism, 
is then readily visible when the dispenser is held in the 
hand prior to its use. 

Additionally or alternatively, the dispensing 
3 5 mechanism may include at least one side surface with the 
at least one label being arranged on the side surface. In 
this way additional information, for instance identifying 
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the manufacturer of the product contained in the 
dispenser may be displayed. 

When the at least one label is incorporated in 
the surface, the number of separate operations during 
5 manufacture of the dispenser may be limited. In that 
case, the information may be printed on the surface or 
may be applied thereto by in-mould labelling. 

Alteratively, in order to provide a dispenser 
that may be used for dispensing various types and brands 
10 of products, the at least one label may be affixed to the 
surface. The at least one label may then comprise a 
sticker having a visible side displaying the information 
and a backing including an adhesive layer for affixing to 
the surface. 

15 in order to improve the impact and visibility 

of the information, the at least one label preferably 
displays the information in at least two different 
colours . 

The information may relate to the product to be 
20 dispensed and/or to the use of the dispensing mechanism. 

The invention further relates to a dispensing 
mechanism for use in a dispenser as described above, 
carrying at least one label displaying information. 

The invention will now be illustrated by way of 
25 three exemplary embodiments thereof, with reference being 
made to the annexed drawing, in which like parts are 
identified by the same reference numerals, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a 
dispenser in accordance with a first embodiment of the 
3 0 present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a top perspective view of the 

dispenser of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of the dispensing 
mechanism of the dispenser of Figs. 1 and 2; 
3 5 Figs. 4a-4c show partial views of the top 

surface of the dispensing mechanism of a dispenser 
according to a second embodiment of the invention, 



WO 00/76876 PCT/NL00/00424 

4 

displaying information on three operating conditions of 
the dispensing mechanism; 

Figs. 5, 6 and 7 are pictorial views 
illustrating how the information is displayed during 
5 purchase, storage and use, respectively, of the dispenser 
of Figs. 1-3; and 

Fig. 8 is view corresponding to that of Fig. 3 
of a third embodiment of the dispenser. 

Figures 1 and 2 show the dispenser 1 of the 

10 present invention comprising a container 2 filled with a 
product to be dispensed, in this case a liquid to be 
sprayed. The container 2, in this embodiment a bottle, 
includes a bottom 3, standing side walls 4 and a top 5 in 
the shape of a neck surrounding an outlet opening 6 . A 

15 dispensing mechanism 7, in this embodiment a trigger 

sprayer, is attached to the neck 6. The trigger sprayer 7 
may be screwed onto the neck 6, but may also be partially 
integrated with the neck in the way described in WO 
00/?????- The trigger sprayer 7 includes a manually 

20 operated pump 8 that is operated by manipulation of a 
trigaer 9, as is conventional. The pump 8 draws liquid 
from the container 2 through a dip tube 10. Continued 
reciprocation of the trigger 9 causes the pump 8 to 
dispense the liquid through a nozzle 11 of the trigger 

25 sprayer 7. In this embodiment, the nozzle 11 is of a type 
that is adjustable between a closed position and a 
dispensing position. The adjusting movement could be a 
rotational movement or a linear movement. 

In accordance with the invention, a label 12 is 

3 0 provided on the trigger sprayer 7. This label 12 may 
contain information regarding the contents of the 
dispenser 1 and/or regarding the use of the trigger 
sprayer 7. In this embodiment, the trigger sprayer 7 
includes a housing 13 having a generally flat, enlarged 

35 top surface 14 on which the label 12 is arranged. The 

flat top allows the label 12 to be easily read, while the 
enlarged surface area allows sufficient room for 
displaying all required information. In this embodiment, 
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part of the information on the label 12 is in the form of 
a particular trademark, whereas the remainder of the 
label 12 is reserved for information regarding the 
operation of the nozzle 11. 
5 The label 12 may be a sticker having an 

adhesive layer that is stuck onto the trigger sprayer 7, 
but may also form part of the housing 13 of the sprayer 
7. For instance, the information might be printed 
directly on the top surface 14, or might be arranged 

10 thereon by in-mould labelling. 

In anther embodiment as shown in Figures 4a to 
4c, the nozzle 11 is adjustable between three positions, 
a closed position (Fig. 4a), a position for foaming (Fig. 
4b) and a position for spraying (Fig. 4c) . These 

15 positions are illustrated on the label 12 . In its closed 
position, the nozzle 11 prevents liquid from being 
discharged from the trigger sprayer 7. When moved to its 
foam position, the liquid discharged from the sprayer 7 
on manipulation of the trigger 9 is dispensed as a foam. 

20 Alternatively, when the nozzle 11 is moved to its 

spraying position, the liquid discharged from the sprayer 
7 on manipulation of the trigger 9 is dispensed as a 
spray. It will be apparent that in other embodiments of 
the sprayer 7, also other spray patterns could be 

25 provided. 

Figure 5 illustrates how the label 12 readily 
displays information regarding the contents of the 
dispenser 1 to a potential purchaser of the product held 
in the container 2 . The purchaser need merely pick up the 

3 0 dispenser 1 from a store shelf and view the information 
on the label 12 on the top surface 14 of the trigger 
sprayer 7. If the purchaser is looking for a particular 
sprayer that dispenses as a foam, as a spray and/or as a 
stream, that information is also readily available to the 

3 5 purchaser from the label 12. Thus, it is no longer 

necessary for the purchaser tc remove the dispenser I 
form the snore shelf and hold it up high to view this 
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information on the side of the container 2, as was 
necessary with prior art dispensers . 

The label 12 also readily displays the 
information regarding the content of a particular 
5 dispenser 1 when the dispenser 1 is stored among other 
similar products in e.g. a cupboard 15, as illustrated in 
Fig. 6. A user who is looking for a specific household 
product contained in the dispenser 1 including the label 
12 according to the invention can easily distinguish this 
10 dispenser from other similar dispensers by viewing the 
label 12 provided on the top of the dispensing mechanism 
7 . 

Fig. 7 illustrates how the label 12 readily 
provides information on the use of the dispensing 
15 mechanism 7 to a user holding the dispenser 1 in his or 
her hand 16. The user of the trigger sprayer, looking to 
adjust the nozzle 12 to a specific desired discharge 
position, is easily provided with instructions on the 
adjustment movements to be made to the nozzle 11 from the 

2 0 label 12 on the top surface 14 of the trigger sprayer 7. 

It is no longer necessary for the user to hold the 
dispenser 1 up high to observe sprayer operating 
instructions on the side of the bottle or to search for 
obscure nozzle adjustment information molded on the 
25 nozzle as in prior art dispensers. 

In yet another embodiment of the invention as 
illustrated in Fig. 8, the trigger sprayer 7 includes 
further labels 17 arranged on the sides 18 of the housing 
13. These additional labels 17 may display further 

3 0 information regarding the product in the dispenser 1, for 

instance a trade mark. 

In this way, the dispenser of the present 
invention including a label or labels provides readily 
available information regarding the contents of the 
3 5 dispenser and/or the use of the dispensing mechanism to 
the potential purchaser and the user of the dispenser. 

Although the invention has been illustrated 
above by way of some exemplary embodiments, it will be 
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apparent that it is not limited thereto. For instance, it 
is conceivable that instead of the trigger sprayer 
described here, the labelling according to the invention 
could also be applied to other dispensers. Furthermore, 
5 the label (s) could include other information than that 
described above. Other forms of display could also be 
envisaged. The scope of the invention is therefore solely 
defined by the annexed claims. 
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Claims 

1. A dispenser comprising a container for 
holding a product to be dispensed, said container having 
a bottom, a top and at least one side wall 
interconnecting said bottom and top, said container 
5 further including at least one outlet opening arranged in 
or near said top, and a dispensing mechanism arranged on 
said at least one outlet opening, characterized in that 
said dispensing mechanism carries at least one label 
displaying information. 
10 2. The dispenser as claimed in claim 1, 

characterized in that said dispensing mechanism includes 
at least one top surface, said at least one label being 
arranged on said top surface . 

3. The dispenser as claimed in claim 1 or 2 , 
15 characterized in that said dispensing mechanism includes 

at least one side surface, said at least one label being 
arranged on said side surface. 

4. The dispenser as claimed in claim 2 or 3 , 
characterized in that said at least one label is 

20 incorporated in said surface. 

5. The dispenser as claimed in claim 4, 
characterized in that said information is printed on said 
surface . 

6. The dispenser as claimed in claim 4, 

25 characterized in that said information is applied to said 
surface by in-mould labelling. 

7 . The dispenser as claimed in claim 2 or 3 , 
characterized in that said at least one label is affixed 

to said surface. 
30 8. The dispenser as claimed in claim 7, 

characterized in that said at least one label comprises a 
sticker having a visible side displaying said information 
and a backing including an adhesive layer for affixing to 
said surface . 

^ c 9. The dispenser as claimed in any one of the 

preceding claims, characterized in that said at least one 
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label displays said information in at least two different 
colours . 

10. The dispenser as claimed in any one of the 
preceding claims, characterized in that said information 

5 relates to said product to be dispensed and/or to the use 
of said dispensing mechanism. 

11. Dispensing mechanism for use in a dispenser 
as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, carrying 
at least one label displaying information. 
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ADVANTAGE - Improves the impact and visibility of the 
information on the dispensing mechanism. 

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING ( S ) - The figure shows the 
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enlarged view of the dispensing mechanism of the 
dispenser . 

Container 2 

Dispensing mechanism 7 

Label displaying information 12 

CHOSEN-DRAWING : Dwg .3/8 

TITLE-TERMS: DISPENSE DISPENSE VARIOUS TYPE BRAND 

PRODUCT DISPENSE MECHANISM ARRANGE ONE 
OUTLET OPEN CONTAINER CARRY ONE LABEL 
DISPLAY INFORMATION 

DERWENT-CLASS: P42 Q33 

SECONDARY-ACC-NO : 

Non-CPI Secondary Accession Numbers: N2 0 0 1-0 53 9 10 



file:///CI/Documents%20and%20Settings/scernochMy%2..3_2007-12-19_WO_200076876_A_M_Accessib (3 of 3)12/19/2007 4:11:58 PM 



